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Ceremony for the 

Enrollment of Oblate Candidates of the 

St. Benet Biscop Chapter of  

St. John’s Abbey Oblates 
 

 
Candidates will have completed (but not signed) their certificates before the ceremony.  At the 

time of the ceremony, candidates carry their certificates with them to the front of the 

church. 
 

Questioning of Candidates 

The officiant asks the candidates: 

Do you wish to be enrolled as an Oblate Candidate of the St. Benet Biscop 

Chapter of the Oblates of Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota?  
The candidate answers:  

I do. 
The officiant:  

May the grace and mercy of God be with you.  

 

Presentation of Medal of Saint Benedict 

The officiant gives the candidates a blessed medal of Saint Benedict, saying:  

RECEIVE this medal with its Cross of Saint Benedict, and be reminded of the need to 

take up your cross daily and follow the true King, Christ our Lord, and thus learn to share 

with patience in the sufferings of Christ that you may one day share in His heavenly 

kingdom.  
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Presentation of the Rule of Saint Benedict 

The officiant gives each candidate a copy of the Rule of Saint Benedict, saying the prayer 

below. 

 

After each candidate receives a copy of the Rule, he or she walks to the altar, signs both copies 

of the certificates, leaves the Oblate-Office copy on the altar, keeps his or her copy, and 

returns to the front of the church.  

ACCEPT this Holy Rule of Saint Benedict which was written in the spirit of the 

Gospel teachings of Christ and handed down to us through the centuries. Let it be a 

special guide for you in our life as a Christian and Oblate of Saint Benedict. May the 

principles herein contained show you the true Way of Christ as taught us in the Gospels: 

love of God and love of our fellow human beings.  

 

May you therefore be more and more concerned about the needs of others, ready to give 

generously of yourself to the building up of true Christian fellowship with those around 

you: the strong and the weak, the wise and the unwise, the healthy and the sick, the rich 

and the poor, the joyous and those afflicted with misery and sorrow, the lovable and the 

unlovable, the secure and the insecure, those well cared for and those who are neglected, 

the young and the aged, those placed over you and those who are under your care, those 

of your faith and those not of your faith, whether in affairs of Church, business, 

government, or any other area of life.  
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May your study of this Rule inspire you to work zealously in harmony with others where 

you are, for the good of humanity and the honor and glory of God. May God bless and 

guide you in your striving to be a faithful Oblate and witness of Christ and of Saint 

Benedict, through the same Christ our Lord.  

+  Amen. 
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Final Prayers and Blessing 

The officiant/witness prays over the newly enrolled oblate candidates:  

 

Let us pray  

LISTEN to our prayers, Lord, as we receive these Oblate Candidates into union and 

affiliation with the Benedictine community of Saint John’s Abbey. May they be 

strengthened with unfailing firmness so that persevering in their holy resolution they may 

serve you in all holiness.  

 

O God, you once called our blessed Father and Lawgiver Benedict to serve you in 

seclusion from the turmoil of sin and evil in the world. We beg you to grant strength and 

perseverance to these your servants who are eager to serve you, not apart from, but in the 

world where they live and work, having promised to follow the teachings of Saint 

Benedict as their guide. This we ask, through Christ our Lord. 

+  Amen. 

 

May the blessing of almighty God, of the Father, and of the Son, !  and of the Holy 

Spirit, come down upon you (us) and remain with you (us) forever.  

+  Amen. 


